
F'iNE* adj. [ finm* French ; fijn y Dutch and Fife, perhaps from 
Jinhm % completed, Latin,] 
i* Not coarfe* 

Not any fkillM in loops of fingering fine y 
With this fo curious net-work might compare* Spcnjir. 

He was arrayed in purple and fine linen, Luke , 

2. Refined ; pure ; free from drofs* 

Two veflels of fine copper, precious as gold. E*ra viLu 27. 

3. Subtle, thin; tenuous: as, zhofine (pints evaporate* 

4. Refined ; fubtilely excogitated. 

In fuhftance he pmmifed himfelf money, honour, friends, 
and peace in the end ; but thofe things were too fine to be for¬ 
tunate, and fuccced in all parts. Bacon, 

Whether the fcheme has not been purfued fo far as to draw 
it into practice, or whether it be too fine to be capable of 
it, I will not determine* Temple, 

5. Keen; thin; fmoothly (harp* 

Great affairs are commonly too rough and ftubborn to be 
wrought upon by th t finer edges or points gf wit. Bacon. 

6. Clear; pellucid; tranfparent: as, the wine is fine. 

7. Nice; exquifite; delicate. 

Are they not fenfelefs then, that think the foul 
Nought but a fine perfection of the fenfe. Davies, 

The irons of planes are fet fine or rank: they are let fim y 
when they ftand fo fhallow below the foie of the plane, that 
in working they take off a thin (having. Moxorfs Meek Exer. 
8* Artful; dexterous. 

The wifdom of all thefe latter times, in princes affairs, is 
rather fine deliveries, and fhiftings of dangers and mifehiefs, 
than folid and grounded courfes to keep them aloof. Bacon, 
g. Fraudulent; fly; knavifhly fubtle. 

Through his fine handling, and his cleanly play, 

He all thofe royal figns had ftol'n away, Hubbcrdis Tale . 

10. Elegant; with elevation. 

To call the trumpet by the name ofthe metal was fine.Dry. 

11. Applied to perfon, it means beautiful with dignity. 

1 1. Accomplifhed ; elegant of manners. 

He was not only the fine/ gentleman of his time, but one 
of the finejl fcholars. Fet on on the Clajficks. 

13. Showy; fplendid. 

It is with a fine genius as with a fine fdhion ; all thofe are 
dlfpleafcd at it who are not able to follow it. Pope, 

The fatirical part of mankind will needs believe, that it is 
not impoflible to be very fine and very filthy. Swift. 

14, [Ironically.] Something that will ferve the purpofe; fomc- 
thing worth contemptuous notice. 

That fame knave, Ford, her hufband, hath the fimft mad 
devil of jeaSoufy in him, mailer Brook, that ever governed 
frenzy. Shakefpearis Merry Wives of Windfor - 

They taught us, indeed, to death, to dwell in houfes. 
To feafl, to deep on down, to be profufe : 

A fine exchange for liberty* Phillips* 1 Briton. 

Fine, n.f, [ffin % Cimbr.] 
i, A nmlfl; a pecuniary pimifhment. 

The killing of an irilhman was not punifhed by our law, 
as manflauditer, which is felony and capital; but by a fine or 
pecuniary punifhment, called an erieke. Dames on Ire and. 
2* Penalty* 

Ev*n this ill night your breathing (hail expire. 

Paying the fine of rated treachery. Shake/p. King John. 

3. Forfeit; money paid for any exemption or liberty.^ 

The (pint of wantonnefs is hire feared out of him : if the 
devil have him not in fee-fimple, with fine and recovery, he 
will never, I think, in the way of wafte, attempt us again. 

Shakefpeares Merry Wives of Wind far. 
Befide^fotff fet upon plays, games, balls and (calling, they 
have many cuftams which contribute to their fimplicity. Add/ 

How vain that fecond life in others breath, 

Th 1 ellate which wits inherit after death ! 

Eafe, health, and life for this they muft refign, 

XJjifure the tenure, but how vaft the fine / Pope. 

4, [From fi'iisy Latin ; fin, enfin y french.] The end ; conclu- 
fion. It is feklom ufed but adverbially, in fine. 

Infixes whatfoever he was, he was nothing but what it 
plea fed Zelmane, the powers of his fpirit depending of her. Sid. 

His resolution, in fine* is, that in the church a number ot 
things are itriftly obferved, whereof no law of feripture 
maketh mention one way or other* Hooker^ b.ii. fi 5. 

Still the fine $ the crown ; 

Whatever the cotirfe, the end is the renown. Shakefpcare. 

Your daughter, ere (he feems as won. 

Defines this ring; appoints him an encounter; 

In fine, delivers me to fill the time, 

Herfelf moll chaftly abfent. Shak. Alts well that ends well. 
The bleffings of fortune are the lowed : the next are the 
bodily advantages of ftrength and health; but the fii perl arive 
bleffings, in fim y are thofe of the mind. L Ejlrange, 

hi fine, he wears no limbs about him found, 

With fores and ficknefics beleaguer'd round* DrydcAs Juv . 
Jn fi^ let there be a perfeft relation betwixt the parts and 
the whole, that they may be entirely of a piece. Drydtn. 


To Fine. v. a. [from fiw % the adjfcCtive.] 

1* To refine; to purify* 

The fimng pot is for filver, and the furnace for gold. PrmK 
There is a vein for the filver, and a place for gold, where 
they fine it. Job xxviiL 1, 

2, To embcllifh ; to decorate. Now not in life* 

Hugh Capet alfo, who ufurpM the crown, 

To fine his title with fame (hews of truth, 

Convey'd himfelf as heir to th’ lady Lingare* Shake/. Id V, 

3, To make lefs coarfe. 

It fines the graft, but makes it (hort, though thick. Martini. 
4^ To make tranfparent. 

It is good alfo for fuel, not to omit the (havings of it fn r 
the fining of wine. Edo timer's Husbandry; 

5* [From the fubftantivej To punifh with pecuniary penalty. 
To fine men one third of their fortune, without any ciime 
committed, feems very hard* Lode, 

To Fine, v, n. To pay a fine* 

What poet ever find for fherlfF? or who 
By rhymes and verfe did ever lord mayor grow ? Oldlmm . 
To Fine dr a / w. v, a. [ fine and draw.] To fow up a rent 
with fo much nicety that it is not perceived. 

Fine dr aVer. n.j\ [from fimdrawd] One whofe bufinefs is 
to fow up rents. 

Fi nefiVgerid, adj. [fine and finger.] Nice; artful; ex- 
quifite* 

The mod fincfingcr'd workman on the ground, 

Arachne, by his means was vanquiflied. Spenfir, 

FiVely* adv. [from//;^] 

i. Beautifully; elegantly; more than juftly. 

Plutarch fays very finely , that a man (hould not allow him* 
felf to hate even his enemies ; becaufe, fays he, if you indulge 
this paffion on fome occafions, it will rife of itfelf in others. 

Addijms Sp ftatcvy N JJ . 115, 
The walls are painted, and rep refen t the labours of Her¬ 
cules : many of them look very finely , though a great part of 
the work has been cracked. Addjrn on Italy . 

2* Keenly; fharply; with a thin edge or point. 

Get you black lead, (harpened finely^ and put it into quills. 

Peacham on Drawing. 

3. Not coarfely ; not meanly ; gaily. 

He was alone, fave that he had two perfons of honour, on 
either hand one, finely attired in white* Bacon's New Atlantis . 

4. In fmaJl parts; fiibtilly; not grofsly. 

Saltpetre was but grofsly beaten; for it (hould not be finely 
powdered. Boyle. 

5. [Ironically.] Wretchedly; in fuch a manner as to deferve 
contemptuous notice* 

Let laws be made to obey, and not to be obeyed, and you 
will find that kingdom finely governed in a (hort time. South, 
For him (lie loves: 

She nam'd not me ; that may be Torrifmond, 

Whom (he has thrice in private feen this day : 

Then I am finely caught in my own fnare* Dryd. Sp . Fryar. 
Fineness, n.fi [from fined] 

1* Elegance; beauty; delicacy. 

Every thing was full of a choice fimnefs y that, if it wanted 
any thing in majefly, it fupplied with incrcafe in pleaiure; 
and if at the firft it llruck not admiration, it raviihed with 
delight* Sidney . 

The foftneft of her fax, and the fimnefs of her genius, con- 
fpire to give her a very diftmguifhing charafier, Pri&r. 

2** Show; fplendour ; gaiety of appearance. 

The finenefi of cloaths deftroys the eafe : It often helps men 
to pain, but can never rid them of any: 'the body may lan¬ 
guid) under the moft fplendid cover. Decay of Piety* 

3* Subtility; artfulnefs; ingenuity. 

Thofe, with the finenefs of their fouls, 

By reafon guide his execution* Shakefp, Trail, andCreJJtdn* 
4. Purity ; freedom from drofs ox bafe mixtures. 

Our works are, indeed, nought elfe 
But the protradlive tryals of great Jove, 

To find perfiftiveconflancy in men; 

The fimnefs of which metal is not found 
In fortune's love* Shakefpcare* s Treilus and Greff da* 

I am doubtful whether men have fufficienfly refined metaft; 
as whether iron, braft, and tin be refined to the height: but 
when they come to fuch a fimnefs as ferveth the ordinary me, 
they try no farther, Bac n's Natural Hsjhny- 

The ancients were careful to coin their money in due 
weight and finenefs^ only in times of exigence they have dirru- 
n iflted both the weight and fidmefs. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

FFnery. n.f [from fined] Show; fplendour of appearance; 
gaiety of colours. 

Drefs up your houfes atid your images, 

And put on all the city's finery ^ 

To confecrate this day a feftival. Southern- 

The capacities of a lady are fometimes apt to fall fhoft m 
cultivating cleanl ineft and finery together. Swift* 

Don't chufc your place of (ludy by the finery of the grofprdts, 
or the moil various frenes of fenfible things. Watts- 
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fjNE'SSE, n.f. [French.j Artifice; firatagem: an unnecef- 
farv word whicli is creeping into the language, 

A circumflance not much to be flood upon, in cafe it were 
not upon fome fine/s. Hayward. 

Fi'ner. n fi [from fine .] One who purifies metals. 

Take away the draft from the filver, and there (hall come 
forth a veffel for the finer, Prov . xxv* 4* 

Fl'NGER- n.fi [pngep, Saxon, fromfat/gen 7 to hold.] 

1 h The flexible member of the hand by which men catch and 
hold. 

The fingers and thumb in each hand eonfift of fifteen bones, 
there being three to each finger: they are a little convex and 
round towards the back of the hand, but hollow and plain 
towards the palm, except the laft, where the nails are. The 
order of their difpofittons is called firft, fecond, and third pha¬ 
lanx : the firft is longer than the fecond, and the fecond longer 
than the third* The upper extremity of the firft bone on 
each finger has a little Gnus, which receives the round head of 
the bones of the metacarpus. The upper extremity of the 
fecond and third bones of each finger hath two fmall finufes, 
parted by a fmall protuberance; and the lower extremity of 
the firft and fecond bones of dach finger has two protuberances, 
divided by a fmall finus: the two protuberances are received 
into the two finufes of the upper extremity of the fecond and 
third bones; and the fmall finus receives the little protube¬ 
rance of the fame end of the fame bones. The firft bone of 
the thumb is like the bones of the metacarpus, and it is joined 
to the wrift ajid fecond of the thumb, as they are to the wrift 
and firft of the fingers. The fecond bone of the thumb is 
like the firft bones of the fingers, and it is joined to the firft 
and third, as they are to the bones of the metacarpus and 
fecond of the fingers. The fingers are moved fideways only 
upon their firft joint. Belides thefe there are fome fmall 
bones, called ojjd fefamoidea , becaufe they rdemble fefamum 
grains: they are reckoned about twelve in each hand : they 
are placed at the joint of the fingers, under the tendons of 
the flexors, to which they ferve as pullies* Quincy. 

You feem to under ftand me, 

By each at once her clioppy^yf/^rr laying 

Upon h e r fk inny lips* Shakefpeare*s Macbeth. 

Diogenes, who ts never fa id. 

For aught that ever I could read. 

To whine, put finger 1 th' eye and fob, 

Becaufe h T had ne’er another tub. Hudibras, 

The hand is divided into four fingers bending forward, and 
one oppofite to them bending backwards, and of greater 
ftrength than any of them fingly, which we call the thumb, 
to join with them feverally or united; whereby it is fitted to 
lay hold of objeQs of any fize or quantity. Ray on the Great. 

A hand of a vaft extenfion, and a prodigious number of 
fingers playing upon all the organ pipes of the world, and 
making every one found a particular note. Kell again/ Burnet. 

Poor Peg fewed, fpun, and knit for a livelihood, 'till her 
finger ends were fore. Arbuihnofs Hi/, of John Bull 

2. A fmall meafuro of extenfion. 

Go now, go trull the wind's uncertain breath. 

Remov'd four fingers from approaching death; 

Or feven at moft, when tbickcft is the board. Drycl Juv. 
One of thefe bows with a little arrow did pierce through a 
piece of fteel three fingers thick. Wiihnss Math. Mag. 

3 - The hand; the initrumem of work ; manufadlure; art. 

Fool, that forgets her ftubborn look 
This foftnefs from thy finger took. Waller . 

To Finger* v . a [from the noun.] 

J- To touch lightly; to toy with* 

^ Go, get you gone, and let the papers lie; 

You would b z fingering them to anger me. Shahfpeare. 
One that is covetous is not fo highly pleafed with the meer 
fight and fingering of money, as with the thoughts of his 
being confidered as a wealthy man* Grow's Cofnmh Sac. 

2 * I o touch unfeafonably or thieviftily. 

His ambition would needs be fingering the feepter, and 
holding him into his fathers throne* M South's Sermons * 

3 ’ d Q touch an inftrument of muftek. 

She hath broke the lute ; 

I did but tell her (hemiftook her frets. 

Ami bow'd her hand to teach her fingering. Shakefpeare. 

4. 1 o perform any work exquifiteJy with the fingers. 

Not any (kill’d in loops of fingering fine. 

With this fo curious net-work might compare. Spenfer. 

i' ikclefangle. n.J. [from /angle.] A trifle: a burlelque 
word. 1 

We agree in nothing but to wrangle, 

^ About the (lighteft angle. Hudibras, p. fit. cau. 

Finical, adj [from fine.} Nice; foppith; pretending to 
luperfluous elegance* “ 

A wliorion, glallgazing, fuperferviceable, finical rogue. 
t 1 Stiakejpeare f King Lear. 

fop romancing, how the kin* took 
himahde at fuch a timej what the queen faid to him at an- 

FVMICAU.V. aiv. \fiomfinical.} Foppiftly^^"’ “ 34 ’ 


F I N 

Ft'KiCALNESs. »./ [from finical.] Superfluous nicety; fop* 
pery. 

To FI'NISH. V * a. [finir , French ; finio, Latin.] 

1* To bring to the end purpofed ; to complete* 

For which of you, intending to build a tower, fitteih not 
down firft and counteth the coft, whether ho have fuffiefimt to 
finijh it ? Luke xiv* 2 S # 

As he had begun, fo he would alfo finijh in you the fame 

g race * , a Vl ^- ?• 

A poet ufes cpifodes ; but epilodes, taken fiparately, finjh 

nothing* Notes on she OdyJJey, 

2, To perfect; to polifli to the excellency intended* 

Though here you all perfection (hould not find, 1 

Yet is it all th J Eternal Will defign'd; ^ > 

It is a finijh 3 d work, and perfect in his kind Blackmorc. ) 

1 would make what bears your name as Jimjhcd as my laft 
work ought to be ; that is, more finifiied than the reft* Pope. 

3. To end; to put an end to. 

FVnisher n.f. [from fimft).] 

1* Performer; accomplifticr. 

He that of greateft works is fiuijher , 

Oft does them by the weakeft miniftcr. Shakefpeare* 

2, One that puts an end 1 ; coder. 

This was the plain condition of thofe times ; the whole 
world againft Athanafius, and Athanafius agamft it : half an 
hundred of years (pent in doubtful trials which of the two, in 
the end, won Id prevail; the fide which had all, or elfe that 
part which had 110 friend but God and death, the one a de¬ 
fender of his innocency, the other a j.rip - ?* J1 his troubles. 

Hooka y b. v* fi 42, 

3, One that completes or perfects* 

The author and fniftm of our faith. Hi brews* 

O prophet of ad tidings ! finifher 
Of utmoft hope ! Mt Urn's Par ad fie Lfii^ b - xii- 

FPNITE, adj. \_finitusy Latin.] LiQi.iud; bounded; termi¬ 
nated. 

Servius conceives no more thereby than a finite number for 
indefinite. Brown s Vulgar Erroursy h . iv* c. 1 1, 

Finite of any magnitude holds not any proportion to infi¬ 
nite* Lufy m 

That fuppofed infinite duration will, by the very fuppofi- 
tion, be limited at two extremes, though never fo remote 
afunder, and confequently muft needs be finite, Bentley s Serm. 

Fr J niteless* adj. [from finite.] Without bounds; unlimited. 
It is ridiculous unto reafon, and fimtdefs as their de¬ 
fires. Brawn's Vidgar Err ours. 

Finitely* adv. [from^;V^] Within certain limits j to a 
certain degree. 

They are creatures ftill, and that fets them at an infinite 
di fiance from God; whereas all their excellencies can make 
them but finitely diftant from us* StiUhigfieet. 

FFniteness. n.f [from finite.] Limitation; confinement 
within certain boundaries. 

I ought now to mi bay the current of my pafiion, ami love 
without other boundary than what is fet* by the finiteafis of 
my natural powers. ' ' Norris, 

Fi kitude, n.f. [from finite.] Limitation; confinement 
Within certain boundaries* 

Finitudey applied to natural or created things, imports the 
proportions of the feveral degrees of affcfhons, or properties 
of thefe things to one another ; infinitude, the Unbounded nefs 
of thefe degrees of affections, or properties. Gheyne. 

FFnless, adj . [from fin.] Without fins* 

He angers me 

\\ith telling of the moldwarp and the ant. 

And of a dragon and zfinlefs filh* Shahfp. Fhmy IV f 

Fi NLIKE* adj. [fin and tike.] Formed in imitation of fins* 

In (hipping fuch as this, the Irfth kern 
And untaught Indian, on theilream did glide; 

Ere (harp-keel'd boats to fern the flood did learn, 

^ Or fin like oars did fpread from either fide. Dr yd Ann, Mir 

fi nne o adj. [from fin.] Having broad edges fpread out on 
either fide. 

I hey plow up the turf with a broad finned plough. Mortim. 

1 -JN-NY. adj. [from fin. J Furnifhed with fins; formed for 
the element of water. 

High o’er the main in wat’rv pomp he rides. 

His azure car and finny courfers guides ; 

Proteus his name. Dry den's Virg Gear, l j r 

New herds of beafts he fends the plains to (hare f ' C 
(Newcolonies of birds to people air; f 

And «, their oozy beds t he finny fifh repair. Dryd. Ovid. \ 
While b ack: with (forms the ruffled ocean rolls. 

And from the hfher’s art defends her finny (boles. Btackmcrc. 

\\ ith hairy fprmges we the birds betray: 
blight lines of hair furprize the finny prey. 

Fi r°NN J - [ t '"‘J ^ving a mem- 

brane between the toes. & 

Such creatures as are whole footed, or fintoed, viz. fome 

birds and quadrupeds, are naturally directed to go into the 
water and fw.m there. R en % c ^ 


I 


F j'nochio. 

























































































